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ARE YOUR LETTERS IN THE TYPEWRITER
WHEN THEY SHOULD BE IN THE MAIL?

What you're
T W Yoould

Ifitseemstotake foreverto get your thdughts
written, typed and out the door...you should
# 3 stop writing your thoughts.

Using IBM dictation equip-
ment, you can dictate four times
faster than you can write in long-
hand. And nearly twice as fast
as your secretary can write in

shorthand.

Then, your secretary can type your thoughts
on arather remarkable piece of equipment, the
IBM Magnetic Tape Selectric. Typewriter,

A The MT/ST lets your secretary
type atrough draft speedand back-
<] space to type right over mistakes
(without erasing) And it lets her
type in changes you make (with-
out typing the whole thing over).

Then (instead of typing the final copy her-
self) she simply presses a few buttons and gets
back a perfectly typed page in just two minutes
2 automatically. BN
NN Used systematically through-

out an office, these two pieces of
o IBM equipment alone have in-
| creased people’s productivity by
- as much as 50%. — ==

And if people can take less time getting
things down on paper, they can spend more
time getting things thought up.

If you'd like your people to benefit from
this and your company to profit
from this, call your IBM Office
[ Products Division Representative.

(3
(=

* That's call, not write. Who
L knows when your letter would ac-
At ey tually getin the mail?

Machinesshouldwork.People should think.

IBM’

New Henry House, Tel.: H-246141




THINKING OF
YOUR STAFF?

For all forms of Retirement
Benefits and Group Life
Assurance Schemes
consult:

-

GUARDIAN ASSURANCE CO., LIMITED,

2nd Floor, Union House, P.0. Box 94,
Hong Kong. Telephone: H-233061.

You get a great deal from Guardian

The Bulletin

The Hong Kong General Chamber of Commerce

ENRY Kearns, president of the

US Export-Import Bank, recently
suggested that Hong Kong’s trading
partnership with the United States
was ‘one-sided’.
The USA, Mr. Kearns is reported as
saying, buys 42 per cent of Hong
{ 1g’s exports whereas Hong Kong
takes only one per cent of US ex-
ports.
The Bulletin realises that behind Mr.
Kearns’ remarks was a sales message
— he hopes to persuade Hong Kong
to buy more American products, par-
ticularly in the field of technical
equipment and know-how. It is his
job to help sell US goods, and we
wish him every success.
But his assertion that the trade
relationship between Hong Kong and
the USA is one-sided should not pass
without comment.
Last year, Hong Kong sold to the
USA exports worth some HK$5,708
million. We imported some $2,535
million worth of American goods. A
straight subtraction of one total
from the other provides the only
justification for Mr. Kearns’ state-

nt.

wor. Kearns may also care to know
that the per capita consumption of US
goods in Hong Kong works out at a
rate of HK$633 per year. The per
capita consumption of Hong Kong
goods in the USA works out at
HK$24 per year.
One of every $100 an individual in
Hong Kong spends on imported
goods, $12.50 are spent on American
articles. Out of every $100 the
average American citizen spends on

imported goods, he spends $2.60 on
Hong Kong-made goods.

On this basis, Mr. Kearns’ argument
about one-sided trade is correct
encugh, and the conclusion that is
inescapable is that America should
buy a lot more from Hong Kong to
redress the balance.

The Bulletin dces not wish, however,
to take this line of argument too seri-
ously. We in Hong Kong are realis-
tic enough to appreciate the healthy
balance we run on our trading ac-
count with the USA. We do, how-
ever, strongly object to the sugges-
tion that this is unfair.

The USA is the third largest supplier
of products to -Hong Kong and in
terms of dollar values last year ex-
ported 40 per cent more to this British
Colony than did the UK. Indeed, if
cne ignores the specialised position
of China, which for obvious reasons
supplies the majority of Hong Kong’s
foodstuffs, the USA is second only to
Japan as a supplier to Hong Kong.
No one here begrudges the USA her
success in exporting.

No one, apart perhaps from
Japanese exporters, would' mind if the
USA became our number one supplier.
Certainly there are no artificial
barriers to American products here.
Certainly the recent devaluation of
the dollar and revaluation of the yen
increases American chances in this
market, but so far this seems to have
had little impact on prices. Perhaps
Mr. Kearns ought to be looking more
closely at the pricing of some of the
exporters whose products he is
financing ?

[



In Hong Kong, 7 out of every 10 readers of English-language morning
newspapers read the South China Morning Post. And 50% of those who
read the Hongkong Standard, also read the Post. The Morning Post has

the highest readership, the lowest duplication and the lowest cost per
thousand. , . every advertising dollar goes twice as far.

South China Morning Post

If you want to reach the most, put it in the Post.

The impact of Containerisation

FIVHIS paper was prepared by the Chamber’s Secretary, R. T. Griffiths, for

delivery to the Conference of CAFEA-ICC (Commission on Asian
and Far Eastern Affairs — International Chamber of Commerce) held in
Taipei from 3rd to 5th April. Since its subject is of interest to many
sections of the membership, we print it as a leading article this month:—

In Hong Kong’s paper Implications

wContainerisation in International
1.ade submitted to the XXth Session
CAFEA-ICC in February 1970, it
was stated that ECAFE at its latest
Session had given the subject of
containerisation somewhat cursory
treatment. Since then the transport
of goods in Asia and the Far East,
and especially the shipping aspects
has been given much greater atten-
tion not only by ECAFE but also by
individual countries  within the
region.

In Hong Kong, for example, the
Hong Kong Management Association
in September 1970 sponsored a one-
day conference on Hong Kong and
Containerisation. In March 1971 the
Hong Kong Productivity Centre held
a two-day seminar on Containerisa-
tion in Hong Kong and in November

a4

i the Asian Productivity

U.ganisation and the Government of
Hong Kong jointly sponsored a five-
day Symposium on Containerisation
— this one with participants from
Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Singapore
and Taiwan as well as from Hong
Kong.

The fact that the latest conference
was regional, not just local, is
significant. By the end of the Sym-
posium it was recognised that there

was a need for a continuing inter-
change of information, and the
decision was made to set up a
permanent Asian Container Associa-
tion under the auspices of the Asian
Productivity Organisation. At the
time of writing, APO is contacting
its member countries for opinions on
how such an association should be
formed and how it should function.

Exercise in productivity

It is no coincidence that the Asian
Productivity = Organisation  should
have taken a commendable initiative
in this field because containerisation
is an exercise in productivity. But
the impact of containerisation is so
great that it cannot be left to one
type of organisation to co-ordinate
the examination of and seek solutions
to the many problems which arise.
Commercial and industrifal associa-
tions as well as trade and labour
unions are all affected and must play
a responsible role. Most particularly
does this apply to the Chamber of
Commerce movement in dealing not
only with the purely commercial
aspects of containerisation but also
with social and town planning and
other aspects.

The International Chamber of Com-
merce is recognised as the most
suitable and qualified organisation to

7



You'll need more than
instinct as your guide
to Australia...

%

-

Miraculously, birds can cross vast oceans by instinct alone.
But, if you want to do business in Australia, leave instinct to
the birds; you will need the advice of experts. And that's
where we come in ...

The BANK OF NEW SOUTH WALES offers to oversea
companies and people a free information and introduction
service. Our nation-wide network of branches forms the
largest, longest-established free enterprise banking
complex in Australia. This means we really know the

country, its people, business and potential. _
Let us help you to find your business bearings in Australia
and contact the right people, simply write to:
Edwin L. Carthew, Chief Manager, International Division,
Bank of New South Wales,
Box No.1, G.P.O. Sydney, Australia, 2001.

BANK OF NEW SOUTH WALES

The Bank that knows Australian business best. )
1200 offices throughout Australia, New Zealand, Papua,.New Guinea,
Fiji and other islands of the Pacific, three branches in London.'
Special Representative Offices in New York, Tokyo, Hong Kong, and Singapore.
Hong Kong Representative Office: Room 1147, Alexandra House
5/17 Des Voeux Road, Central, Hong Kong. Telephone: H-250195-6 INT/HK/B626B
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reconcile clashes of interests which
containerisation can bring in its
train. The SITPRO Report 1970
(the report of the UK Committee for
the Simplification of International
Trade Procedures) made special men-
tion of the ICC as ‘an open non-
~vernmental organisation which has
_ovided a unique forum for detailed
discussion of the many problems
arising from the rapid developments
in transport techniques in recent
years and has also carried out in-
valuable work of consultation between

commercial interests. A most
beneficial feature of the ICC
structure in this period of rapid

changes has been the ability to admit
a broad range of participants and
chbservers to its own meetings, coupled
with the first class status of the
Chamber itself’.

Lead and promote
The ICC however, like any other
federal organisation, can be only as
effective as its constituent members
are effective and we in CAFEA must
take a lead from and promote the
work of the ICC in the field of con-
inerisation and its concomitant
tnrough documentation.
Chambers of Commerce are being
compelled to play a more active and
co-ordinating role vis-a-vis shipping
conferences, shippers’ councils, con-
tainer operations, exchange banks’
associations, marine insurance asso-
ciations and government departments,
not to mention the individual
importer/exporter and manufacturing
Members. This is certainly the case
in Hong Kong. For example, an ad

hoc container operators committee
recently sought incorporation within
the Chamber. The aim of this
particular committee is to provide a
forum  for discussion between
operators and government on matters
relating to the inland haulage of

containers — a nuts and bolts com-
mittee to talk with Government’s
Transport, Public Works, Lands,

Police, Marine Departments, etc.

In the Chamber Secretariat, however,
we have long felt that more than this
is required if the Chamber is to
fulfil its proper role in the through-
transportation era. Qur Director has
therefore proposed that, in addition
to a container, operators committee
with specialised and limited terms of
reference, there should be a Through-
Transportation Committee composing

carrier interests including air,
terminal operators other than
carriers, exporters and importers,

bankers and insurers.

Continuing educaticnal task

The object of such a group under
Chamber auspices would be to put
over to the merchant community the
aims of container as well as the other
forms of through-transportation.
This would be a continuing educa-
tional task involving research at both
international and local level and
would involve the Chamber in the
organisation of conferences and sym-
posia, local, regional and, perhaps,
international. If a Through-
Transportation Committee is set up
we are currently thinking in terms
of a symposium in mid-1972 to be
organised by that Committee with

9



the collaboration of our existing
International Trade and our Shipping
Committees.

Role of Chambers

We see one of the main roles of a
responsible Chamber as putting the
jargon of international lawyers into
the every-day language of commerce,
trade and industry. We must be in
a position to state clearly the terms
and implications of new international
conventions on Customs, Road
Transport, Container Standardisation,
Combined Transport, Safe Inter-
modal Transport, Identification and
Markings ete. We must be able to
advise on the effects of any
irregularity in a Combined Transport
Bill of Lading on the validity of a
contract between shipper and carrier
and shipper/consignee. The basic
principles of the draft TCM Conven-
tion have already been incorporated
in the new OCL (Overseas Containers
Ltd.) Combined Transport Bill of
Lading in use on the Australian run
and will no doubt be incorporated for
containerised shipments from Hong
Kong and other areas in Asia.
Queries

The terms and conditions of this Bill
of Lading cover all combinations of
combined road/sea transport or
port-to-port shipments for both LCL
(less than container load) and FCL
(full container load). Nevertheless,
this new Bill of Lading has already
given rise to queries from among our
own shipper members and it remains
to be seen how workable it proves to
be in practice and to what extent it
may have to be modified as a result

of any changes decided at the inter-
national diplomatic conference — the
UN/IMCO Conference on Inter-
national Container Traffic to be held
in 1972.

A leading banker member of the
Chamber is not entirely happy with
the optional stowage clause in ti7 -
OCL document which provides thau
goods shipped and stowed in con-
tainers, whether by the shipper or
the carrier, may without notice be
carried on deck. In an address to the
Institute of Chartered Shipbrokers
he cited two court cases in which the
judges ruled that shipping com-
panies could not hide behind an
optional clause on its own. Banks
therefore continue to press shipping
companies to indicate stowage in
order to assist them (i.e., the banks)
to determine the negotiability of a
Bill of Lading. If stowage is not
indicated on a Bill, the banker must
protect his position when advancing
money to exporters by ensuring that
the marine insurance provided covers
on deck shipment. This may well be
a point for discussion and decision at
the UN/IMCO Conference. \ )
Future documentation

A shipper member referring to
the OCL condition — ‘where two
originals of the present Bill of
Lading have been issued, all of this
tenor and date, one of which being
accomplished, the other to stand
void’ has pointed out that some of
his customers, especially under Letter
of Credit terms, require three or
more signed Bills. The Chamber took
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this up with OCL who replied that
the problem was not insurmountable
and that OCL were studying the
requirement of shippers as regards
the number of originals and copies
of Bills of Lading to be issued, so
that OCL may incorporate a suitable

s~ ording in a future documentation

_stem. The UN/IMCO Conference
will be considering this point as part
of the broader question of the
character and particularly the
negotiability of combined transport
documents.

Insurance

Other shipper members have asked
the Chamber to investigate the in-
surance problem which may arise
when a container is shipped, as it
were, on deck but, in fact, is part
of the ship’s actual design load. The
insurance people were not able to give
a clear answer to this question and
perhaps much would depend on the
circumstances governing particular
cases.

These then are some of the problems

hich are arising and on which
vhambers should be in a position to
advise their members.

The object of this paper is to suggest
that our regional Commission and its
constituent Chambers should take a
lead in constantly evaluating the
new and developing through-
transportation technologies. A
practical way of doing this might be
to keep our Executive Secretary fully
informed of developments in our

respective areas so that he may con-
solidate and relay the information to
us. In the field of transport we must
think in regional and international
terms since local developments often
have great implications for other
areas.

Exclusive user

An example of this might be found
in the latest proposals for Container
Terminal Construction in Hong Kong.
Three new terminals which are at
present under construction are on an
‘exclusive user’ basis. This means
that the terminal operators may give
priority to their own vessels and can
only be required to handle other
vessels if capacity is available, The
operator may fix his own rates for
handling other vessels. In the case of
the latest tenders for development of
two further berths, Government has
made it a condition of sale of the land
that the purchaser’s conditions of
business should not restrict the
facilities of the terminal to any
particular applicant or applicants.
This then puts the operatlon of the
two terminals on a ‘common use’ base.

Varies from port to port

The position concerning Common
usage and Exclusive usage of con-
tainer terminals varies in ports
throughout the region and it is
obviously of importance that all
Chambers know the situation and
advise their members accordingly.

11



Briefing

News from the Chamber...

and the rest of the world

[0 Mr. H. P. Foxon has replaced
Mr. P. G. Williams as the Chamber’s
nominated representative on the
Trade Development Council. The
Chairman, Mr. P. G. Williams, pre-
viously the Chamber’s representa-
tive, has now become an exofficio
member of the Trade Development
Council.

[0 The following have agreed to
serve on the Chamber’s Through-
Transportation Committee, the
establishment of which was an-
nounced in The Bulletin last month:
Mr. D. A. Crawford, representing the
Container Lines Committee; Mr. H.
Hennig, representing the Shipping
Committee; Capt. O. L. Work, repre-
senting the Terminal Operators; Mr.
G. E. S. Stevenson, representing the
Legal Committee and Mr. P. C. S.
Deveson who will represent the
Shippers’ Council.

The Committee is arranging a
symposium to be held around late
July or early August. A circular
has been sent to Members asking
their opinions on various aspects of
this topic. Members are asked to
give the circular serious considera-
tion and to return the form attached
to Mr. R. T. Griffiths when com-
pleted.

O Mr. A. T. Inman has been in-
vited to serve on the Shipping
Committee in place of Mr. Desmond
Reid who has left the Colony.

O In 1968 the Hong Kong Trade
Development Council in co-operation
with the Industrial Development

Branch of the Commerce and Indus-
try Department published the first
issue of the Investment Hong Kong,
a publication which attempted to
give a rundown on the information
required by potential investors and
explained the advantages of Hong
Kong as an industrial centre. Thi=
publication has now been revis

and updated. Members who can
make valid use of copies are invited
to contact Mr. Y. S. Lee at the De-
partment of Commerce and Industry.

[0 A British Industrial Exhibition
will take place from the 23 October
to 31 October, 1972 on the Wanchai
Reclamation site used by the Chinese
Manufacturers’ Association for their
annual exhibition.

The exhibition building will be
erected by the British Department of
Trade and Industry. It will occupy
about 35,000 square feet and will
provide space for 42 exhibitors re-
presenting over 60 firms.

Exhibits from UK firms include
such items as milling machines,
electrical & electronic measuring
instruments, knitting machines, power
tools, steam generators, minip
locomotives and haulage equipment.

HK will be represented by such
firms as Cable & Wireless Ltd., China
Engineers Ltd.,, Dodwell & Co. Ltd,,
The H.K. & Shanghai Banking Corp.,
the Chartered Bank and Zung Fu Co.
O Earlier in January, the Chamber
had announced plans for a proposed
Business Travel Group for Area
Members to visit United Kingdom
and as a result we have had a num-
ber of replies from Members in-
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dicating their interest in the trip.
There is still room for a few more
Members who would like to parti-
cipate and benefit from the special
air fare offered by the airlines, and
after further discussion with them,
the Chamber has come up with

+be following alternative fares for

onsideration:— a) BOAC Visit
Britain special fare—HK/London/
HK HK$2,895 per person. or b)
BOAC excursion fare—HK/London/
HK HK$4,705 per person.

These Travel Groups allow Members
more freedom than they would
normally have in a trade mission in
that Members can represent many
categories of products and they do
not have to travel together for the
whole journey.

Once Members are in the United
Kingdom they will be free to go
their own way and pursue their in-
dividual business interests within the
area. Members need not return as
a group so long as the length of their
trip is kept within the permitted
period.

] The Europe Area Committee is

“also thinking of arranging a similar

travel group to Europe to coincide
with the 10th Overseas Import Fair
“Partners for Progress” to be held
from the 24th to the 29th August,
1972 (see below). Other Members
who would like to travel to Europe
around this time are also invited to
join the Group.

When the Group reaches Frankfurt
on 21st August, 1972, those taking

part in. the Fair will proceed to
Berlin while others may disperse
and pursue their own interests in
Europe. One advantage of this ar-
rangement is that the Chamber may
be able to obtain reduced air fares,
hotel charges and other expenses, if
Members travel together.

The Chamber will, of course, help
those Members who require assis-
tance and business introductions and
contacts in the places to be visited
during the trip.

Members will also be provided with
trade information and statistics
on Europe to ensure that they are
fully briefed in advance.

O Members of the Chamber have
been invited to take part in the 10th
Overseas Import Fair Partners for
Progress which is to be held from
the 24th to the 29th August, 1972
in Berlin, West Germany.

This is an annual event in which
Hong Kong firms have been parti-
cipating since 1968.

The Chamber has once again been
asked to coordinate Hong Kong’s
participation under the sponsorship
of the German Consulate General.
The main emphasis of the Fair is
on personal contacts between par-
ticipants and buyers from all over
Europe. AMK Berlin — Company
for Exhibitions, Fairs and Con-
gresses Ltd. has launched extensive
advertising and publicity campaigns
in Germany, Scandinavia, the

Benelux countries, Switzerland,
Austria and other parts of Europe
13



Picture Briefing

‘he Chamber’s AGM was held at the Hilton Hotel on
1e evening of March 27th. After the Meeting, the
-eneral Committee elccted (A) Mr. P. G. Williams
right) as Chairman and Mr. H. P. Foxon as Vice
hairman. (B) During the meeting, the motion
aconding the adoption of the Report and Accounts
ras seconded by Mr. L. J. van Hellenberg Hubar of
1e General Bank of the Netherlands. (C) Shows
1e outgoing Chairman, the Hon. G. M. B. Salmon,
peaking to radio before the meeting about his period
f coffice, (see this issue for full account of AGM).
D) Miss Glynis Djeng, the Chamber’s newest recruit,
'ho became an executive with PR Department last
1onth. (E) Mrs. I. Graf, seen with the Chairman
nd Members of the Europe Area Committee, recently
alled on the Chamber to explain arrangements for
his year’s Berlin Partners for Progress Fair (see
Iso ‘Briefing’). (F) and (G) Two new Freemen of
rallas, Texas — both the immediate past Chairman
nd the Director were given the freedom of the city
y the leader of the Dallas/Fort Worth mission, Mr.
.. Brack, when the mission called on the Chamber on
[arch 20th.




inviting buyers to visit the Fair.
Representatives of big department
stores and mail order houses as well
as purchasing associations in
Europe have also been invited.

In 1971, 550 firms from 52 countries
took part and Hong Kong was
among the 13 participating coun-
tries in Asia while the rest came
from Africa, Latin America, Middle
East and other developing areas.

This year all non-European countries
are being invited and according to
AMK Berlin, important commercial
and manufacturing firms in Japan,
Korea, Taiwan, Malaysia, Thailand,
Philippines, Indonesia and other
countries in South East Asia have
already agreed to participate in the
Fair.

Copies of the official conditions of
participation of the Fair and in-
formation regarding special air
fares and hotel accommodation will
be made available to Members upon
request.

O The Governor, Sir Murray Mac-
Lehose, has appointed several
members of the General Committee
and Council to sit on the Trade and
Industry Advisory Board, for a
period of one year with effect from
April 1, 1972,

The list includes the Chairman, Mr.
P. G. Williams. Others appointed
are the Hon. T. K. Ann, a Chamber
Council and Committee member;
Mr. H. M. G. Forsgate and the Hon.
K. S. Lo, Council members.

O The Governor has also appointed
a number of Chamber Council and
Committee members to the Textiles
Advisory Board for the period
April 1, 1972 to March 31, 1973.
These include the Hon. Sir Sik-nin
Chau, the Hon. Sir Yuet-keung Kan
and the Hon. G. R. Ross.

s
The terms of reference to the boa. .
are: ‘To advise the Director of
Commerce and Industry on any
matter, other than labour matters,
which affects the textile and gar-
ment industries.’

[0 Prizes were once again awarded
by the Chamber to students who
were judged winners in the local
competition of the Royal Common-
wealth Society Essay Competition.
This event is held annually, and is
open to students attending local
schools.

The local competition is organised
by the Education Department, which
then sends winning awards to Lon-
don for participation in a Common-
wealth-wide competition.

Winners given book prizes were:—
Vera Pereboeff, Maryknoll Sistej
School; Ellen Huey Dip San, oo
Paul’s Coeducational College; Wel-
chie Wai-Chee Sung, St. Paul’s Co-
educational College; Karen Ngali,
St. Mary’s Cannossian College; Car-
men Lee, St. Paul’s Secondary
School; Diana Lai, Sacred Heart
Cannossian College; Raifia Ebrahim,
Sacred Heart Cannossian College;
Helen Kwan, Sacred Heart Can-
nossian College and Barbara Braddel,
Kowloon Junior School.
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O Expatriate executives who wish
to keep in touch with Hong Kong
and local affairs after leaving the
Colony may consider joining the
Hong Kong Society, in the UK.

This is the social side of the Hong

“ong Association, and it was es-
. sblished in 1970.

Membership is now 350 and the
Annual Subscription is £2. Periodic
newsletters are sent to members
who meet at least once a year in
London for an Annual General
Meeting but also, where the mem-
bership is large enough, in other
places where area organisers have
been appointed. Applications to join
can be obtained from the Secretary,
Hong Kong Association, 18 Dia-
mond House, 37/38 Hatton Garden,
London ECIN 8YL.

[0 The Hong Kong Association is
organising their main annual event
—the Dragon Boat Festival Dinner
—at the Savoy Hotel in London on
15th June, 1972.

he dinner will be attended by pro-

"minent people in the UK who are

either former/present HK residents
or friends of HK. Members who
are in the UK at the time will be
most welcome to attend the dinner
on a subscription basis and the
Chamber is prepared to make the
necessary arrangements on their
behalf.

[0 The Victoria Toastmasters Club
have invited Members to consider

joining their meetings, which are
held every Tuesday at 5.45 p.m. at
the Club Lusitano in Ice House
Street.

The Toastmasters programme pre-
sents an opportunity for men to im-
prove their abilities in communica-
tion and conducting meetings and
to develop their leadership and
executive potential.

Interested parties can contact the
President, Mr. Moises Bernardo at
H-484123 or just drop in at the Club
Lusitano any Tuesday.

[0 Members who send staff for
training in Britain may be interested
to know of the International House,
a students’ hostel in Woolwich,
South East London.

The House has been in operation for
over 7 years and provides a ‘family’
atmosphere for students from every
corner of the world.

It is self-supporting and the students
pay for their study/bedrooms or flats
(for married students) at £5 to
£6 per week, a charge that compares
very favourably with the normal
standard charges of about £10 a
week.

Members who are interested should
contact the Appeals Director, Inter-
national House, Sandy Hill Road,
Woolwich, London.
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The good business Lunch

HE FEagle’s Nest in the Hilton Hotel cannot by Hong Kong standards be
called new. But we depart this month from our policy of looking
solely at new restaurants partly because the April in Paris promotion started
only this month and can therefore reasonably be called newish; and partly
because in value for money terms the Eagle’s Nest offers something special
that, despite wide advertising, still seems to be relatively unknown among

sections of the business community.

It is of course cheating to call April
in Paris new. The Hilton, in co-
operation with Air France, has staged
a similar event for the last seven
years, and those who already know
the form at Eagle’s Nest lunchtimes
need read no further. For those who
don’t, the present April in Paris lasts
until May 15th.

We felt nonetheless that it was per-
haps time we wrote something for the
drinking man, and for this category
of luncher the Eagle’s Nest offers
what must be potentially the best
deal in town.

The secret is simple but effective —
all booze served at the Eagle’s Nest
lunches is for free. Before any re-
fugee from Alcoholics Anonymous
decides to take up permanent resi-
dence, let us however quickly add that
the food is very definitely charged
for — and you can’t have your free
grog without also toying with the
set lunch. This costs — usually —
$25 with a ten per cent service
charge, although for premiere open-
ings this charge might go up.
Equally, it has also been known to
drop to $20 on non-special occasions.
Bulletin staff have been getting
quietly stoned on this deal for well
over a year. The merit of course is

F
that it is a reasonably economic w‘é.,
of entertaining thirsty guests. On
each occasion we have made use of
the facility in the company of a guest
who lives locally, we have been
amazed to find that he was unaware
of the arrangement. And because we
usually go accompanied only by those
whom we imagine will feel a thirst
coming on as soon as they step into
the foyer, we believe that the inclu-
sion of the Eagle’s Nest in our
series is well justified.

National cuisines

For a large part of the year, the
Eagle’s Nest is used for promoting a
particular type of national cuisine,
usually in  association with a
national airline or other local sup-
pliers of a national speciality. Tha
Spring April in Paris fixture has |
now become well established, as has
the Ocktoberfest in the Autumn,
when German specialities are served.
Other national cuisines that have
been promoted in this way include
those of the Philippines, Spain,
Egypt and Britain.

In the evening, the menus presented
are more costly than those at lunch-
time, and drink is strictly according
to the list price. But you are offered
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cabaret by a national artist from the
country whose cooking is featured.
Our concern, however, is with lun-
cheon and this is definitely prix
fizee. Over the course of our visits
we have tested the Hilton’s generosity
with scientific objectivity and have
~+ to be refused. The only occasion
- . have not been able to get our
choice of cocktail or aperitif is be-
cause it has not been in stock.
(French Trade Commissioner please
note — it is difficult to get the Ricard
brand of pastis at the Eagle’s Nest —
Pernod, yes, but not Ricard, and this
seems unfair, especially during April
in Paris.) (Perhaps if it were April
in Marseilles . . .7)

Drinkable

There are of course very reasonable
limits to the Hilton’s generosity. If
you imagine you will be able to slurp
your way steadily from vintage Bol-
linger through pre-Phylloxera clarets
and finish up with a nice touch of the
trockenbeerenauslese, we have news
for you. The wine served with
I-ncheon is as set as the menu. It

Al be a wine of the country, per-
fectly drinkable but not anything that
will cause you to exclaim, ‘I say, cap-
tain, may I make a note of this? It’s
rather good . . .’

You may, however, raise your
hand in the wine waiter’s direction
as often as you want, and when
you are no longer capable of this
you may get an obliging soul at the
next table to raise it for you. The
management will however, insist on

carrying you from the premises at
3 pm.

Likewise with liqueurs. We’ve never
been turned down, and we have on
occasion decided a Martell Cordon
Bleu would be more acceptable than
the lower priced Remy Martin or
Courvoisier.

Beer drinker

Eccentrics are also catered for. One
guest decided — as was his habit —
that he would prefer to maintain the
price of San Miguel shares rather
than to make use cf the wine. Even
his request that it should be a warm
bottle — another of his peculiarities
— was met without any problem.
We've even known them provide a
Coca Cola without adding a cent to
the bill.

To turn to less serious matters, the
food you will get with your drink will
vary according to the menu of the
day. Obviously, the Hilton is provid-
ing a set lunch, and a set lunch is
what you will get. By these stand-
ards, it is by no means unacceptable.
At the current April in Paris we had
Cocktail d’avocat Bateliere (avocado
pear with shrimps and oyster),
Potage Saint Germain (pea soup
with croutons), Cote de Porec en
cocotte  (casseroled pork chop),
Fromages de France (including,
among others, Requefort, Camembert
and Boursin), and Timbale de fraises
Lavalliere (in which the fresh straw-
berries wriggled embarrassedly away
from the ice cream ordinaire). Cof-
fee and petit fours are thrown in at
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no extra charge. As a small boy at
the next table was heard to say, it
was ‘“‘better than hamburgers”.

There are other attractions to the
deal, since the policy is to include
some form of entertainment. This
can range from the TVB dancers to
the present attraction, which is a
fashion show arranged by Lanvin and
Dynasty. As the Bulletin’s women’s
editor was not present, we are unable
to pass comment on the dresses. We
did however enjoy looking at the
birds supporting them.

Females

Probably because of the fashion ap-
peal, the clientele was largely female,
and we have noted on previous occa-
sions that this sometimes seems to
be the case. This may possibly be
a reason why the fame of the Eagle’s
Nest lunch has not really spread
among Hong Kong’s drinking com-
munity.

A fashion show is not somehow
the right setting for really hard
drinking. But for those who enjoy
a quiet glass and a critical appraisal
of form, whether on the catwalk or
at the adjacent table, the combination
seems ideal. In passing, it is worth re-
marking that the restaurant was full,
so it is probably advisable to book in
advance (tel. 233111 Extn 2501).

Purple pagodas

Decor is changed to suit the occasion
and nationality of the presentation.
At present the Eagle’s Nest is adorn-

ed with purple pagoda shapes hang-
ing from the ceiling. They were
meant, we gathered, to create the
atmosphere of a Parisian street cafe.
In view of the overblown resemblance
to Hong Kong’s traditional traffic
control pagoda, we rather expected

to see a purple policeman standrﬂ
beneath them. s

La Belle Epoque

Purple is very much the theme
colour of the decor. It even appears
inside the match cover designed for
the promotion, and the idea is to sug-
gest what the Hilton calls La Belle
Epoque, which, evidently, is Paris at
the turn of the century. Coming in
the midst of this, the replicas of the
American eagle glowering aggressive-
ly from the salt and pepper con-
tainers seemed rather ill at ease —
the name of the restaurant notwith-
standing.

And then —if you are fortunate
enough to get a window table — there
is one of the best views in Hong
Kong. To the east are carparks
populated with colourful toy mots™
cars, and a fascinating corkscrew ‘u.
flyovers stretching down to Causeway
Bay. To the north there is the har-
bour with toy ships, and the moun-
tains rising behind Kowloon. To the
west one’s view is blocked by a large
sign which says ‘The Mandarin’.
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Annual General Meeting 1972

—election of chairman

»

HE Chamber’s Annual General

Meeting of Members was held
in the Grand Ballroom of the
Hilton Hotel, commencing at 5.30 p.m.
on Monday, 27th March, 1972. One
hundred and twenty-two Members
attended.
“llowing the AGM, a meeting of the

- .eneral Committee was held at which

Mr. P. G. Williams was elected
Chairman, and Mr. H. P. Foxon was
elected Vice-Chairman.

The Chairman, the Hon. G.M.B.
Salmon, moved the adoption of the
Report of the Committee and Cham-
ber’s Accounts for the year ended
31st January, 1972. Mr. Salmon
said:—

The Report and Accounts for the
yvear ended 31st December, 1971 have
been in your hands over the weekend,
and with your permission I will take
them as read.

People

Before commenting on them, I would

like to talk about people. Firstly, I

am sure I can speak for all members

of the Chamber in offering our

sincere congratulations to my col-
agues on the General Committee

“and Council who have been honoured

by HM the Queen since our last
meeting — Sir Douglas Clague, Sir
Sidney Gordon and Sir Y.K. Kan,
having become Knights Bachelor and
Messrs. John Browne and K.S. Lo
being appointed Officers of the Order
of the British Empire.

Leaving Hong Kong shortly is Mr.
J. A. H. Saunders who has served on
the General Committee for 10 years.
May I on your behalf thank him not

only for his advice and counsel on
Chamber affairs, but his immense
contribution to the economic well-
being of the business community, and
indeed Hong Kong as a whole. He
will be greatly missed, and he has
our warm wishes for the future.

Also leaving the General Committee
after 12 years of service is Mr. Fung
Hon-chu. He too has made a valuable
contribution to the Chamber, having
also been Chairman of the Certifica-
tion Committee for some years, and
I would also like to record our sincere
thanks to him for all he has done.
Finally, I would like to thank Mr.
A. G. S. McCallum of Butterfield and
Swire who since 1964 has been Chair-
man of the Shipping Committee — I
may say, our most active Committee
over the years until our recent
reorganisation — and who has
recently been transferred to Japan.
He has given valuable service to the
shipping Members of the Chamber,
and to the shipping industry
generally.

It had been my hope that at the end
of my second year of office I would
be able to hand over to™my successor
a membership list of more than 2000
firms. We were, in fact, during
November well over the 2000 mark
but I fear there were some weaker
brethren among them who resigned
or otherwise ceased to be Members
for the current year. Nevertheless,
membership has risen by 14 per cent
in the past two years and this seems
to be an indication that our efforts
to make the Chamber an active and
werthwhile organisation from the
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Pat

EIF-Or you where to get the service you need.
G gl ' '
ey THE CHARTERED BANK

experience. You’'ll also find people like Patrick.
Patrick Wong is one of the people who makes

The Chartered Bank more than just a place to keep
your money safe.

When you visit 115, look for our Customer Services
) Guide in the orange uniform. She will show

rickWong knows
alot about connections.

. Patrick is a family man. Spends a lot of his spare time working round
the house. Fixing connections. Patrick also makes a lot of good connections
for many of Hong Kong's exporters. Patrick is one of our experts on
international trade. You'll find the most modern banking facilities at all

of our branches. Facilities backed by 119 years of world wide banking
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point of view of the subscribing
Members have been meeting with
some measure of success.
The development of the Chamber’s
committee structure which I forecast
at last year’s meeting was carried out
and the new committees have been
stirring things up to no mean effect.
e Chamber Council has met
quarterly and, with briefing from the
Home Affairs, the Industrial Affairs
and other main committees of the
Chamber, has examined a variety of
subjects such as transportation,
pollution, and technical education.
After each meeting, we have
forwarded views and recommenda-
tions to the Colonial Secretary and
while we have no direct indication
of any positive reaction, I have reason
to believe our submissions do receive
consideration in Government’s policy-
making.

It is becoming increasingly clear that
of the subjects the Chamber Council
has considered the question of
pollution, ecology, the environment —
call it what you will — is that which
could most quickly reach major crisis
»voportions. Transportation and
‘hnical education are problems that
can be solved by provision. Preserva-
tion of the environment has to start
by prevention. Prevention of
pollution may be achieved by legisla-
tion, inducement and education, and
a co-ordinated programme of these is
daily becoming a more urgent
requirement.
The reorganisation of the Chamber’s
International Trade Department and
the establishment of area sections has

been a major task and I would like
to place on record our appreciation of
all the hard work put in by the Chair-
men and members of the area section
committees. Without their guidance
and help, the members of the Depart-
mental staff could not have gone half
as far as they clearly have in making
area sections really useful to our
Members, and I hope still more will
be done.

Deficit

The accounts show, for the first time
for several years, a deficit.
This had been anticipated by your
Committee when it was decided to
carry through the expansion of the
Chamber’s activities. But what could
not have been known at that time
was the combined effect which the US
longshoremen’s strike and the intro-
duction of the EEC’s Generalised
Preferences Scheme would have on
our revenue from certification fees.

In the latter, the requirement of the
EEC Commission is that in order to
qualify for admission at preferential
rates under their tariff quota scheme,
goods must be covered by a certificate
of origin signed by a government
authority, and not Chambers of Com-
merce, in the beneficiary country. As
the allocation of quota is made only
after arrival of the goods, it follows
that all shipments, irrespective of
whether they have a chance of entry
at preferential rates or not, are
covered by government certificates.

Extension of  such rulings to all
schemes under the UNCTAD agree-
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London direct

See your Travel Agent.

Qantas takes off from Hong Kong
after dinner every Wednesday,
Thursday and Saturday.

For London. Fast.

And all the way you’ll enjoy

the kind of service that comes
from 50 years of flying. From
people you know so well. Qantas.

OANTHAS

AUSTRALIA'S ROUND-THE-WORLD AIRLINE

QANTAS, with AIR INDIA, AIR NEW ZEALAND and BOAC,

@ koe7
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ment in Generalised Preferences
could have a very serious effect on
our future financial position, but I
am glad to vreport that when
approached on the subject recently,
the Hon Financial Secretary, Mr
Haddon-Cave, showed a ready appre-
cintion of the situation and is

estigating ways and means of
ensuring that the non-government
certification authorities are not too
adversely affected.

Slide presentation
On the expenditure side, we have
been faced with the inevitable
increase in office charges and staff
salaries. But I would like to make
mention of one particular item of
expense, which is the slide presenta-
tion so ably produced by Mr Garlick,
our P R Manager. It is good now and
with a little revision and touching up
will be very good indeed, and it will
I am sure be a most useful and
effective means of briefing visitors
about Hong Kong, and good PR for
Hong Kong itself.
The eventual deficit for the year of
some $375,000 is well covered by the
‘erves the Chamber had built up
v.er recent years, but of course
results in a reduction of the General
Reserve in the Balance Sheet. Your
Committee foresees the possibility of
a further deficit — on a smaller scale
— in 1972, but considers that this
can be faced without undue concern
whilst we see the results of a full year
of the reorganised Chamber.
Naturally, a careful watch is being
maintained on expenditure, and there
is no extravagance.

In my view, the Chamber is now set
up in the best possible way to fulfil
its tasks, at the head of which I place
our complementary role to the TDC
in the promotion of business. Our
effectiveness and success now rests
not only on Chairmen and Com-
mittees, but also on the initiative of
the staff and indeed the membership
as a whole, many more members now
being directly involved in Chamber
affairs.

Personal contact

As mentioned in the Report, the
executive staff and I myself have
made personal contact with a number
of Chambers of Commerce in different
parts of the world, and some of these
are good and active and we must keep
up a close communication with them,
and some are not so good and can be
almost ignored. But I still think that
Chambers of Commerce generally
could and should be more effective
worldwide in the promotion of busi-
ness and the exchange of trade
enquiries, this being something I
have said time and again to the
countless trade missions and groups
that we have received oVer the last
two years, and is something I may
have a chance to speak on at the
Commonwealth Chambers of Com-
merce Meeting to be held in London
early in June. If any Members could
make themselves available to form a
reasonable Hong Kong delegation for
this meeting, we should be grateful.
It only remains for me to say that it
has been an honour to have been
Chairman of the Chamber for the
past two busy years, and I thank
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most sincerely all those on the
General Committee and Council, the
Chairman and members of other
Committees, and all in the Cham-
ber’s hardworking staff for their help
and support.

I now propose that the Report of
the Committee and the Accounts of
the Chamber for the year ended 31st
December, 1971 as presented, be
adopted. After this has been duly
seconded I will be glad to answer to
the best of my ability any questions
Members may have.

Mr L. J. van Hellenberg Hubar,
seconding the Proposal for the
Adoption of the Report and Accounts,
said:—

It is a great pleasure for me to second
the adoption of the report and the
accounts for the year 1971.

If T may I'd like to avail myself of
the opportunity to make a few re-
marks of my own:

I welcome the reorganisation of the
International Trade Department and
the establishment of area sections
with specialist staff servicing them.
I also welcome the setting-up of the
Chamber Council to consider Colony
affairs in the wider sense.

As to the deficit over the past year
of $375,000, I think we have to watch
this very carefully. Deficits cannot go
on forever, but after a full year’s
working of the reorganised Cham-
ber, we must analyse our costs and
consider ways and means to come to
a balanced budget.

As a member of the Dutch com-
munity, I am very happy that after

many years on the waiting list our
national carrier KLM obtained
traffic rights in Hong Kong, and I
understand this achievement is partly
due to the support of this Chamber.
I am sure that I speak on behalf of
all the Members if I say here a few
words. of thanks to our Chairman,
Mr Salmon, and the members of =
General and other Chamber Com-
mittees, for all that they have done
for the Members and for the promo-
tion of Hong Kong trade in general
during the past years.

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,
thank you very much for your kind
attention.

Following this, a vote was taken and
the proposal was passed unanimously.
Other business transacted at the
Meeting included a decision to main-
tain the annual subscription for the
year beginning 1st January 1973 at
$600 per member company; the re-
election of Messrs. Peat, Marwick,
Mitchell & Co. as auditors at an an-
nual fee of $2,000; and the election
of Messrs. G. D. Sayer of the Hong-
kong and Shanghai Banking Corpas
tion and Henry Fung of Wah Hi g‘-
Company Limited to the General
Committee, in places vacated by
Messrs. J. A. H. Saunders and H. C.
Fung, who retired from the Com-
mittee.

The Hon. Sir Douglas Clague pro-
posed a vote of thanks to the Chair-
man for his services during recent
years, which was carried by ac-
clamation.
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33 people sworn to secrecy
who know more about business
than anyone else in the Far East.

These are the specialist business and banking
staff of the Trade and Credit Information
Department of The Hongkong and Shanghai
Banking Corporation.

Men and women who’s job it is to know more
about business than any other persons in
Asia. And because they work for a bank—
they’re sworn to secrecy.

The TCID is the bank’s business service arm.
It is a free service to all businessmen wishing

to trade in Hong Kong or internationally.
TCID operates openly to deal with any
legitimate business request. We can obtain
information on any business and we do it with
the consent of the firm under consideration.

Contact the TCID of The Hongkong and
Shanghai Banking Corporation, Hong Kong.
Any of our 33 sworn specialists will make
doing business through us, positive. Or ask
your secretary to write for our comprehensive
free brochure.

The Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Corporation

P.O. Box 64 Hong Kong

Branches. Agents and Correspondents throughout the world






